
 
The law around evictions is constantly changing, and unless meaningful government action is 
taken to protect renters, it will be changing for a while. This flyer complements our Stuff Your 
Landlord booklets with updated dates, times, and notice periods.  
 
It is accurate as of 18 September, when the government published new guidance ahead of the 
eviction ban ending on Sunday 20 September.  
 

If your landlord gave you notice from the 26 March to 28 August 2020, the notice period must 
have been at least 3 months for all grounds. From 29 August you get 6 months with some 
exceptions including more than 6 months’ rent arrears. 
 
If you are handed a section 21 or 8 notice, always seek advice from Shelter, Citizens Advice, or 
your local renters’ union. If you want to find out how you can fight the eviction, talk to your 
nearest Solidarity Federation local. 
 

 

If you do not move out and the landlord wishes to start possession proceedings, they must apply 
to court within a year for a section 8 and six months for a section 21, of giving you the notice or 
the notice will expire and the landlord cannot use it. 
 
When making a possession claim, the landlord must provide information setting out, to the best 
of their knowledge, how you and your dependants have been affected by the pandemic. You 
have an opportunity to make your own statement in the defence form. 
 
If you are likely to face “extreme hardship” if evicted the court may postpone the case for six 
weeks. But courts cannot stop Section 21 and Ground 8 evictions completely. You will get 
another period to move out before the landlord can apply for a warrant.  
 

 

If the landlord gets a warrant, the bailiff will follow the latest public health guidance issued at the 
time of the eviction. They will conduct the eviction using Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
and maintain social distancing.  
 
If there are local restrictions on people entering your premises, a bailiff will not be able to enter 
your home to carry out the eviction. They have been told not to carry out evictions in the weeks 
leading up to and over Christmas other than in the most serious circumstances.  
 
These are only for evictions served on or after 29 August. You can find all this information and 
more on the Government website at bit.ly/35QZuxQ. 
 

Knowing the law is useful, because when landlords don’t follow it you 
can use it against them. But most of the time the law isn’t on our side, 
and we can’t rely on it to make sure we’re treated fairly. Rather than 
relying on judges and lawyers, direct action is based on us organising 
ourselves and confronting landlords collectively. If you want to fight your 
eviction using direct action, or help fight for others, contact us at 
southampton@solfed.org.uk. 
 


